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INTELLIGENCE NOTE

Tip Leads to Convictions for Bomb Materials and Weapons 

On February 22, 2019, Roberto Rivera, former physician from Ridgewood 

(Bergen County), was sentenced to 25 years in state prison following convictions 

for possessing explosives and assault firearms. A citizen’s tip led to a police raid 

in November 2012, where authorities discovered that Rivera was hoarding bomb-

making materials and assault weapons.  

The investigation uncovered a stockpile of chemicals that could be used to make 

over 20 pounds of explosives, fuses, laboratory equipment, and two MAC-11 

assault firearms. One of the assault firearms had a sawed-off barrel and was 

concealed inside a briefcase along with fully loaded high-capacity magazines, zip 

ties, and disguises. Authorities also discovered folders marked “Revolution” and 

“Anarchism,” which contained writings evidencing a potential attack, research and 

instructions for creating homemade explosives such as TATP and nitroglycerin, and manuals on military 

improvised munitions and converting the assault weapons to fully-automatic machine guns. 

Authorities said that Rivera began researching and ordering precursor chemicals and homemade 

explosives after moving to Ridgewood in the summer of 2011 and becoming radicalized by the Occupy 

Wall Street Movement. He was convicted on the weapons charges on January 18, 2019. At an earlier trial, 

Rivera was convicted on November 26, 2018, for possession of a destructive device. During his 

sentencing hearing in February, Rivera stated that he was planning to use the nitroglycerin to cause an 

explosion that would topple the 2-ton Wall Street Bull in downtown Manhattan in order to make a 

political statement. He received the maximum sentence of 25 years. 

SAR Success: According to the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office, a conversation regarding power 

outages caused by Superstorm Sandy and Rivera’s concern about how such outages would affect the 

chemicals he was collecting led to the initial investigation and raid of Rivera’s home. Additionally, 

neighbors recalled seeing a “constant flow” of packages to his home once he started purchasing 

materials, underscoring the importance of the pubic recognizing and reporting suspicious activity to 

counter potential violence. 

Suspicious Activity Reporting 
Suspicious activity with a possible nexus to terrorism should be reported immediately, per existing protocols. 

Activity can also be reported 24/7 to NJOHSP’s CTWatch by phone: 866-4SAFENJ (866-472-3365) or email: 

tips@njohsp.gov. 

Contact Information 
For more information, contact NJOHSP’s Intelligence Management Bureau at outreach@njohsp.gov or 

609-584-4265.
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