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Kidnapping For: AQIM: AL-SHABAAB: BOKO HARAM:

Political 
Leverage

• Leverages the kidnapping of 
Westerners to demand the 
release of captured AQIM 
fighters. 

• Freed a French hostage in 
exchange for the release of 
three AQIM prisoners in 
Mali in 2014.

• Planned to kidnap senior 
security and government 
officials ahead of Kenya’s 
general elections on August 
8 to cause panic and 
confusion among voters.  

• Hijacked vehicles 
transporting voters to 
polling centers and political 
rallies in two separate 
incidents since July, though 
no injuries were reported.

• Claimed responsibility 
for the kidnapping of 276 
female students from the 
Government Secondary 
School in the town of Chibok 
in Borno State, Nigeria, 
in 2014, highlighting its 
fundamental philosophy 
against the education of 
women. Fifty-seven of the 
schoolgirls escaped, another 
22 were rescued in 2016, and 
83 more were freed in May.

Fundraising

• Garnered at least $91.5 
million in revenue from 
kidnapping operations since 
2008. 

• Freed a South African man 
in August held hostage for 
six years in Mali, after an aid 
organization met AQIM’s 
demands for “several 
million dollars.”  

• Continues to hold a 
Colombian nun seized in 
Mali, an Australian doctor 
and Romanian man from 
Burkina Faso, and an 
American non-profit worker 
in Niger as hostages.

• Freed seven Somali aid 
workers on a nutrition 
campaign in July after 
reportedly receiving a 
$30,000 ransom payment and 
weapons. 

• Kidnapped four men 
associated with a World 
Health Organization-funded 
polio vaccination program 
in Somalia in April for an 
unspecified ransom amount.

• Ambushed an oil exploration 
team in northeast Nigeria 
in July, kidnapping at least 
10 and killing more than 
50 before releasing a video 
in English showing three 
abductees asking for the 
captors’ demands to be met so 
they can be rescued.  

• Used ransom money from the 
Nigerian government to free 
83 Chibok schoolgirls in May 
to buy weapons and recruit 
fighters.  

• Released seven French 
tourists and 16 others in 
Cameroon in 2013, reportedly 
in exchange for a $3.15 million 
ransom.

Terrorist organizations in North Africa—namely al-Shabaab, al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), and Boko Haram—continue to kidnap Westerners for political leverage and fundraising, potentially 
impacting business operations for New Jersey-based companies with locations in the region. At this time, NJOHSP has no specific or credible information that these groups are explicitly targeting New Jersey 
companies or their employees.

https://www.njhomelandsecurity.gov/analysis/al-qaida-in-the-islamic-maghreb?rq=aqim
https://www.njhomelandsecurity.gov/analysis/al-shabaab?rq=al%20shabaab
https://www.njhomelandsecurity.gov/analysis/boko-haram?rq=boko%20haram
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings.html

