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Al-Qa’ida
Al-Qa’ida is an Islamic extremist organization founded in 1988 
by Usama Bin Ladin and other Arab foreign fighters who fought 
against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan in the 1980s.

Al-Qa’ida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
AQAP is an Islamic extremist organization based in Yemen. It is 
al-Qa’ida’s most active global affiliate.

Al-Qa’ida in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS)
AQIS is an Islamist extremist group that aims to fight the gov-
ernments of  Pakistan, India, Myanmar, Bangladesh, and Sri Lan-
ka to establish an Islamic State.

Al-Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)
AQIM became al-Qa’ida’s North Africa affiliate in 2006. AQIM 
was formerly known as the Salafist Group for Preaching and 
Combat, a splinter group of  the Armed Islamic Group, both of  
which fought against Algeria’s secular government.

Al-Shabaab
Al-Shabaab is an Islamic extremist organization seeking to es-
tablish an austere version of  Islam in Somalia. In addition to 
Somalia, the group operates in Kenya, Ethiopia, and Tanzania.

Anarchist Extremists
Anarchist extremists advocate violence in furtherance of  sub-
movements such as anti-racism, anti-capitalism, anti-globalism, 
and environmental extremism.

Animal Rights Extremists
The goal of  animal rights extremists is to inflict economic dam-
age on individuals or groups that believe all animals—human 
and non-human—have equal rights of  life and liberty. Animal 
rights extremists are willing to conduct criminal activity to ad-
vance this ideology.  

Anti-Abortion Extremists
Anti-abortion extremists are individuals or groups who believe 
abortion is unethical and that violence is justified against people 
and establishments providing abortion services.

Anti-Government Extremists
Anti-government extremists believe the US political system is 
illegitimate and force is justified to bring about change. This in-
cludes militia extremists and sovereign citizen extremists.

Black Separatist Extremists
Black separatist extremists are individuals or groups that seek to 
establish an independent nation for people of  African descent.

Boko Haram
Boko Haram is an Islamic extremist organization based in north-
eastern Nigeria, which pledged allegiance to the Islamic State of  
Iraq and Syria in March 2015.

Environmental Extremists
Environmental extremists view manmade threats to the environ-
ment as so severe that violence and property damage are justified 
to prevent further destruction.

HAMAS
HAMAS, an acronym for Harakat al-Muqāwama al-Islāmiyya, 
or the “Islamic Resistance Movement,” was founded in 1987 by 
deceased Sheikh Ahmed Yassin as an offshoot of  the Palestinian 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

Hizballah
Hizballah is an Islamic militant group based in Lebanon and al-
lied with Iran.

Homegrown Violent Extremists (HVEs)
HVEs are individuals inspired by foreign terrorist organizations 
and radicalized in the countries in which they are born, raised, 
or reside. 

Islamic State of  Iraq and Syria (ISIS)
ISIS, also referred to as the Islamic State of  Iraq and the Levant, 
the Islamic State, or Daesh, split from al-Qa’ida in 2014 and es-
tablished its self-proclaimed “caliphate,” claiming authority over 
all Muslims. 

Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT)
LeT is an Islamic extremist organization focused on attacking 
and expelling Indians from  Kashmir, a northern state in India 
that borders Pakistan and is home to a Muslim-majority popu-
lation. 

Militia Extremists
Militia extremists view the federal government as an existential 
threat to the rights and freedoms of  Americans. They judge 
armed resistance to be necessary to preserve these rights.

Nusrah Front
The Nusrah Front—al Qa’ida’s affiliate in Syria, which is some-
times referred to as Levant Conquest Front or Jabhat Fateh 
al-Sham—is focused on overthrowing Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad.

Race-Based Extremists
Race-based extremists seek to establish the superiority of  one 
racial or ethnic group over others. This includes white suprema-
cist and black separatist extremists.

Single-Issue Extremists
Single-issue extremists participate in a form of  violent extrem-
ism which has its source in domestic political or economic issues. 
This includes animal rights extremists, environmental extremists, 
anti-abortion extremists, and anarchist extremists.

Sovereign Citizen Extremists
Sovereign citizens throughout the United States view federal, 
state, and local governments as illegitimate.

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
TTP is an Islamic extremist organization seeking to overthrow 
Pakistan’s government and expel US forces from Afghanistan.

White Supremacist Extremists 
White supremacist extremists believe in the inherent superiority 
of  the white race. They seek to establish dominance over non-
whites through violence.


