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Tip Leads to Arrest of Suspect With Loaded Firearm at Union 
County School  
 
On June 13, authorities arrested a 46-year-old Delaware man for possession of a loaded 
firearm in the parking lot of an elementary school in Westfield (Union County). The action 
stemmed from a tip received by the New Castle County (Delaware) Police Department.  
 
The Westfield Police Department arrested Thomas James 
Wilkie, a resident of Bear, Delaware, for possessing a loaded 
firearm on school property after they received a tip from the 
New Castle County Police that the suspect was at his 
acquaintance’s workplace at the Tamaques Elementary 
School in Westfield. The suspect had entered the school and 
called his acquaintance from the front office. Responding 
officers then encountered the suspect in his vehicle in the 
school parking lot, where he had a firearm loaded with 
hollow-point bullets, and a knife. He also had two loaded 
clips of ammunition, and 130 rounds of ammunition were 
in the vehicle’s trunk.  
 
Wilkie has been charged with unlawful possession of a firearm, unlawful possession of hollow-
point ammunition, possession of a firearm in or upon the grounds of an educational institution, 
and criminal trespassing on school grounds. 
 
SAR SUCCESS: New Castle County Police immediately reported the tip to the Westfield 
Police Department, which responded to the school in seconds and arrested the suspect. The 
Union County Prosecutor’s Office then immediately notified NJOHSP of the suspicious 
activity report (SAR) and the arrest of Wilkie. In March 2018, Attorney General Gurbir S. 
Grewal issued a Directive requiring all law enforcement agencies in New Jersey to 
immediately report threats of violence against schools. Due to this swift action and notification 
to authorities, a deadly school shooting in New Jersey may have been averted.   
 
We encourage all partners to report suspicious activity to local and county law enforcement, and 
to NJOHSP’s CTWatch by calling 866-4SAFENJ (866-472-3365) or emailing tips@njohsp.gov. 
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