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New Jersey and New York Bombings, September 17-19

Members of  the public reported suspi-
cious behavior that led authorities to 
Ahmad Rahimi’s location and the site 

of  other bombs, underscoring that citizen-out-
reach efforts aimed at raising terrorism aware-
ness can yield impactful results. On September 19, 
law enforcement in New Jersey and New York issued 
news media, social media, and cellular alerts to the 
public with photos of  Rahimi.

Four hours after the alerts were issued, a bar owner 
in Linden (Union County) notified police after ob-
serving a man later identified as Rahimi sleeping in 
the doorway of  his establishment. Linden police re-
sponded and, following a gunfight, took Rahimi into 
custody. The previous day, two men found a backpack 
containing five pipe bombs near the Elizabeth train 
station. They notified local police, which detonated 
the device.

Elizabeth,
New Jersey
September 15, 

6:30 p.m.

Cell phone video depicts 
Rahimi testing an 
improvised device.

Seaside Park, 
New Jersey
September 17, 

9:35 a.m.

A pipe bomb in a 
garbage can explodes 

ahead of  a 5K run 
honoring the US military.

Chelsea,
New York City

September 17, 
8:30 p.m.

An explosion occurs in a 
dumpster on West 23rd 

Street.

Chelsea,
New York City

September 17, 
10:30 p.m.

A pedestrian reports 
a second undetonated 
device on West 27th 

Street.

Elizabeth,
New Jersey
September 18, 

8:40 p.m.

Pedestrians discover 
five devices inside a 

backpack. A detonation 
occurs, resulting in no 

injuries.

Linden,
New Jersey
September 19, 

9:30 a.m.

After a shootout with 
Linden police, Rahimi is 

taken into custody.
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Case Studies: Discerning Key Trends

An NJOHSP nationwide review of  home-
grown violent extremists (HVEs) in 2016 
reveals common personal characteristics 
and tactics prior to an attack. These find-
ings suggest that despite the inherent difficul-
ties of  detecting and deterring HVE activity, 
there are multiple disruption points along the 
path to an operation, including a heavy reli-
ance on public reporting of  suspicious be-
havior. The case studies below highlight these 
opportunities. 

Historical studies of  HVEs across the United 
States show analogous trends. 

Ahmad Rahimi

On September 17, Rahimi conducted a series of  
bombings in Seaside Park (Ocean County) and 
New York City, injuring 31.

most hVes . . . rahimi . . . 

Choose targets proximate to their residences 
and in areas of  relative familiarity.

Placed the bombs in locations easily accessible 
from his home in Elizabeth (Union County).

Display troubling behavior observable to as-
sociates, friends, and family members.

Displayed radical viewpoints to family members 
after trips to Pakistan and Afghanistan in 2011 
and 2013-14. Although Rahimi’s father reported 
his son to local law enforcement, which led to a 
federal investigation, he later recanted concerns 
about Rahimi’s behavior.

Are influenced by multiple terrorist organi-
zations while adhering to Salafi-jihadism, an 
extremist interpretation of  Islam.

Cited deceased al-Qa’ida cleric Anwar al-Aulaqi 
and former Islamic State of  Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
propagandist Abu Mohammad al-Adnani as inspi-
rations for the bombings.

Use easily acquired weapons.
Built improvised explosive devices from materi-
als purchased at local stores, using online instruc-
tions.

Act alone or in small groups. Acted alone.



Omar Mateen Abdul Artan

On June 12, Mateen killed 49 and wounded 53 at 
the Pulse nightclub in Orlando. 

On November 28, Artan drove his car into pedes-
trians on Ohio State University’s campus in Colum-
bus and then stabbed several people, injuring 11.

mateen . . . artan . . .

Conducted surveillance at Pulse prior to the at-
tack. Attended classes at Ohio State University.

Told co-workers in 2013 his family was linked to 
al-Qa’ida and that he was a Hizballah member.

Did not display suspicious or terrorist-related be-
havior prior to the operation, according to fami-
ly members; however, the federal investigation is 
ongoing.

Watched videos of  ISIS beheadings and Aulaqi. 
During the shooting, Mateen called 9-1-1 and 
identified himself  as “Mujahideen,” an “Islamic 
Soldier,” and a “Soldier of  God,” pledging alle-
giance to ISIS and citing the Boston Marathon 
bombers and a Florida resident who joined an al-
Qa’ida group in Syria.

Referenced Aulaqi in a Facebook post before the 
attack. Law enforcement officials suspect Artan 
may have read ISIS’s English-language magazine 
Rumiyah, which provides instructions on how to 
use a vehicle to inflict mass casualties.

Legally purchased a semiautomatic rifle and a 
handgun two weeks prior to the shooting.

Used his vehicle and a knife purchased the morn-
ing of  the attack.

Acted alone. Acted alone.
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The bombings in New Jersey and New York 
and the attacks in Orlando and at Ohio 
State University last year highlight the 

enduring influence of  radical cleric Anwar al-Au-
laqi, who was killed in a US airstrike in Yemen in 
2011. Ahmad Rahimi, Omar Mateen, and Abdul Artan 
drew inspiration from Aulaqi prior to executing their 
attacks.

A US citizen and native English speaker, Aulaqi 
demonstrated that anyone can participate in violent 
jihad, and throughout various lectures and sermons he 
repeatedly called on Muslims in the United States and 
Europe to “take action.” Aulaqi is credited with in-
spiring Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev, who killed 
three and wounded 264 at the Boston Marathon in 
2013, as well as Syed Farook and Tashfeen Malik, who 
killed 14 and wounded 22 in San Bernardino, Califor-
nia in December 2015.

ISIS has leveraged Aulaqi’s messages for its own pro-
paganda. In December 2013 and March 2014, the 
group featured Aulaqi in videos promoting the idea 
of  an “Islamic state.” Additionally, the fourth issue of  
ISIS’s English-language magazine Dabiq, released in 
2014, featured a photo of  Aulaqi.

Many jihadists view Aulaqi as a martyr because he 
was killed in a US airstrike, boosting his reverence 
and credibility among followers and potential recruits. 
Omar Mateen, the Orlando nightclub shooter who 
killed 49 and wounded 53 in June 2016, had watched 
Aulaqi video sermons on violent jihad and martyrdom.

Ohio State University attacker Artan (left)
and Aulaqi (right).

Orlando shooter Mateen reportedly viewed Aulaqi 
lectures and videos.

Anwar al-Aulaqi:
Inspiring Jihadists Five Years After His Death

Since 2011, Aulaqi has been named in over 20 ter-
rorism cases in the United States.
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Edward Archer
Philadelphia

On January 7, Philadelphia police arrested Archer after 
he shot a police officer with a stolen firearm. Archer told 
responding officers he did so “in the name of  Islam” and 

later pledged his allegiance to ISIS. 

Azizjon Rakhmatov
New York City

On May 9, federal authorities arrested Rakhmatov after 
he discussed using explosives to attack Coney Island and 

President Obama. He also assisted in funding others’ travel to 
Syria. 

Sajmir Alimehmeti
New York City

On May 24, federal authorities arrested Alimehmeti after he 
attempted to assist an individual traveling to Syria. He made 

multiple weapon purchases since 2015.

Ahmad Rahimi
Linden, New Jersey

On September 19, federal and state authorities arrested 
Rahimi after he attacked multiple locations in New Jersey and 

New York with explosives, injuring 31. 

Mohamed Rafik Naji
New York City

On November 21, federal authorities arrested Naji after he 
discussed using a garbage truck to attack pedestrians in Times 
Square. He had traveled to Yemen and unsuccessfully tried to 

join ISIS cells there.

Arrests in the Tri-State Area


