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ExtrEmists Exploit sEcurity positions

An NJOHSP review of terrorism cases in 2016-17 demonstrates extremists in the West sought employment with private security firms in order to gain weapons experience and access to secure facilities. Although not all security 
personnel are given weapons training, the position affords credentials, uniforms, and access to otherwise restricted areas. For example, Dahir Adan from St. Cloud, Minnesota, wore his security uniform to enter a mall without suspicion and 
attack patrons in 2016. Khuram Butt from London sought employment at a security firm that specializes in working sporting events in June 2017 to potentially conduct attacks at the Wimbledon tennis tournament.

Incident 
Description

August 25, 2017
Detroit, Michigan

Ramadan was arrested while attempting 
to fly to Jordan. FBI agents found 

pepper spray, knives, a stun gun, and 
other items in his checked luggage.

August 12, 2017
Charlottesville, Virginia

 
Fields allegedly rammed his car into  
a crowd of counter-protesters after  

the “Unite the Right” rally, killing one.

June 3, 2017
London, UK

Butt and two other individuals drove a 
van through a crowd on London Bridge 

and crashed into nearby Borough 
Market, where they stabbed individuals 

at random.

September 17, 2016
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Adan began stabbing individuals 
outside the Crossroads Center shopping 
mall and proceeded inside, continuing 

to stab shoppers.

September 17-18, 2016
Seaside Park, New Jersey 

Homemade explosives were found 
at three locations in New Jersey and 
New York. The first device exploded 

on September 17 in Seaside Park. 
The second explosion occurred on the 
same day in Manhattan. A third set of 
devices was found on September 18 

near the Elizabeth train station.

June 12, 2016
Orlando, Florida

 
Mateen opened fire inside Pulse 

Nightclub and held patrons hostage for 
hours.

Number of Killed/
Injured

N/A 1 killed, 19 injured 8 killed, 48 injured 10 injured 31 injured 49 killed, 58 injured 

Status Incarcerated Incarcerated Deceased Deceased Incarcerated Deceased

Affiliation ISIS-inspired White Supremacist Extremist ISIS-inspired; ISIS claimed 
responsibility for attack

ISIS-inspired; ISIS claimed  
responsibility for attack Al-Qa’ida and ISIS-inspired ISIS-inspired; ISIS claimed  

responsibility for attack

Weapons Possession of firearms Vehicle Vehicle, Edged Weapons Edged Weapons Improvised Explosive Devices Firearms

Employment and 
Firearms Access

• Employed as a security guard in 
Michigan and California

• Received firearm permit in 2010,  
but it expired in 2014, according 

to the California Department                
of Consumer Affairs

• Worked as a security officer for  
private security firm in Ohio  

periodically beginning in 2016

• Was on vacation when he attended  
the “Unite the Right” protest

• Employed as a security guard at the 
time of the attack, but had scheduled 

interview for employment at a  
security firm that handles large  

sporting events, such as the  
Wimbledon tennis tournament

• Employed part-time at a security firm 
and assigned for a few months to a 

factory near the mall

• A statement from the private security 
firm said Adan resigned in June

• Employed as a security guard through 
a private contractor in 2011 at a 
technology office in New Jersey

• Left security guard position after two 
months to travel to Afghanistan

• Dismissed from Florida Department  
of Corrections Academy

• Licensed to carry a firearm  
as a private security guard
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