
Al-Qa’ida and ISIS Reference Guide
Al-Qa’ida and ISIS leverage a number of communication platforms to disseminate English-language propaganda in order to recruit sympathizers and inspire  

attacks globally. This reference guide can assist our law enforcement partners in the identification and recognition of imagery related to these groups.

On February 21, 2017, authorities arrested Gregory Lepsky in Point Pleasant Borough (Ocean County) after a family member 
notified local law enforcement that Lepsky had a weapon and was going to kill the family dog. Following his arrest, Lepsky 
stated he planned to kill his mother and praised ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. Officers found a pressure cooker in Lepsky’s 
closet, as well as several books on jihad and suicide bombing. In addition to various radical photographs and messages 
recovered from his cell phone, Lepsky’s Internet history revealed many searches related to ISIS propaganda, terrorist attacks, 
and beheadings. He also read articles on how to build a pressure-cooker bomb, including “Make a Bomb in the Kitchen of Your 
Mom.” In March 2018, Lepsky pleaded guilty to attempting to provide material support to ISIS.
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Terrorist groups traditionally attempt 
to organize supporters under a 
common banner to show unity 

and support for the organization.

ORGANIZATION 
FLAG

Prominent group leaders and 
influential figures assist in the

 radicalization of sympathizers.

NOTABLE 
FIGURES

Terrorist groups use media outlets to  
disseminate propaganda and provide 

 information on the organizations’ 
 activities to a global audience.

OFFICIAL 
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OUTLETS

Publications target supporters  
in order to radicalize and inspire  

them to conduct attacks.

ENGLISH- 
LANGUAGE  

PUBLICATIONS

Official flag of ISISAl-Qa’ida, its affiliates, and several other extremist 
organizations use the Black Standard flag.

ISIS has six official media outlets. Al-Qa’ida and its affiliates maintain several media outlets.

Since 2014, ISIS has released several English-language
publications providing tactical guidance to conduct  

unsophisticated attacks.

Since 2010, al-Qa’ida has produced online publications  
that provide tactical guidance to conduct attacks.

The self-proclaimed leader of ISIS declared  
a “worldwide caliphate” in June 2014.

Al-Qa’ida and its sympathizers have called for attacks  
in the United States, including threats to New Jersey 

officials, citizens, and critical infrastructure.
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